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In the Claims 



Please cancel claims 24-30, 38, and 40-43, without prejudice. Following is a 
complete listing of the claims pending in the application with the requested status 
identifiers: 


1 . ^Original) A cutting blade for a hand-held cutting tool, comprising: 
a body hawing first and second shear faces, the first and second shear faces 

being^spaced from one another; 
at least threev mounting holes passing through the body, a first pair of said 
mounting\holes being spaced a predetermined mounting distance from 
one anothe\and a second pair of said mounting holes being spaced said 
mounting distance from one another, at least one of the mounting holes of 
the second pairnot being included in the first pair of mounting holes; 
a first shear edge adapted to cooperate with a reciprocating cutting member to 
shear a workpiece, the first shear edge being spaced from the first pair of 
mounting holes by a f^ced distance and in a fixed orientation with respect 
thereto; and 

a second shear edge adapted to cooperate with the reciprocating cutting 
member to shear the workpuece, the second shear edge being spaced 
from the first shear edge, the^second shear edge being spaced from the 
second pair of mounting holes W said fixed distance and in said fixed 
orientation with respect to the second pair of mounting holes. 


2. (Original) The cutting blade of claim 1\wherein there are three mounting 
holes, one of the mounting holes of the first pair comprising one of the mounting holes 
of the second pair. 


3, (Original) The cutting blade of claim 1 wrierein the at least three 
mounting holes comprise a central mounting hole, a first outer mounting hole and a 
second outer mounting hole r the central mounting hole being spaced from each of the 
first and second outer mounting holes by said mounting distance, the first pair of 
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mounting holes comprising the central mounting hole and the first outer mounting hole 
and the stecond pair of mounting holes comprising the central mounting hole and the 
second outer mounting hole. 

4. (Original) The cutting blade of claim 1 further comprising a blunt first 
guide surface extending transversely between the first and second shear faces along a 
first elongate edge V the body. 

5. (Originals The cutting blade of claim 4 wherein the first shear edge is 
positioned at a junctiom of the first guide surface and the first shear face and the 
second shear edge is positioned at a junction of the first guide surface and the second 
shear face. \ 


6. (Original) The cutting blade of claim 4 wherein the first guide surface is 
flat to lie flush against a face of the workpiece while the workpiece is sheared. 

7. (Original) The cutting blade of claim 1 wherein the at least three 
mounting holes includes a third pair oX mounting holes, the mounting holes of the third 
pair being spaced said mounting distance from one another, at least one of the 
mounting holes of the third pair being included in neither of the first and second pairs of 
mounting holes, the cutting blade furtherVomprising a third shear edge adapted to 
cooperate with the reciprocating cutting member to shear the workpiece, the third shear 
edge being spaced from the first and second ^hear edges, the third shear edge being 
spaced from the third pair of mounting holes dV said fixed distance and in said fixed 
orientation with respect to the third pair of mounting holes. 

8. (Original) The cutting blade of claim 6 wherein the at least three 
mounting holes includes a fourth pair of mounting hWs, the mounting holes of the 
fourth pair being spaced said mounting distance from oiae another, at least one of the 
mounting holes of the fourth pair being included in none the first, second and third pairs 
of mounting holes, the cutting blade further comprising a fourth shear edge adapted to 
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cooperate wrth the reciprocating cutting member to shear the workpiece, the fourth 
shear edge bemg spaced from the first, second and third shear edges, the fourth shear 
edge being spaced from the fourth pair of mounting holes by said fixed distance and in 
said fixed orientation with respect to the fourth pair of mounting holes. 

9. (Original) V cutting blade for a hand-held cutting tool, comprising: 

a body having spaoed-apart first and second shear faces, the first and second 
shear faces beihg parallel to one another; 

at least five mounting holes passing through the body and defining first, second, 
third and fourth pairs of mounting holes, the mounting holes of each pair 
being spaced a predetermined mounting distance from one another, the 
mounting distance being the same for each of the pairs, at least one of 
the mounting holes of each of the first, second, third and fourth pairs of 
mounting holes being included in none of the other three pairs of 
mounting holes; and \ 

spaced-apart first, second, third and fourth shear edges, each of which is 
adapted to cooperate with a reciprocating cutting member to shear a 
workpiece, the first shear edge\ being spaced from the first pair of 
mounting holes by a fixed distance and in a fixed orientation with respect 
to the first pair of mounting holes, tire second shear edge being spaced 
from the second pair of mounting hole^by said fixed distance and in said 
fixed orientation with respect to the seWid pair of mounting holes, the 
third shear edge being spaced from theyiird pair of mounting holes by 
said fixed distance and in said fixed orientation with respect to the third 
pair of mounting holes, and the fourth sheanedge being spaced from the 
fourth pair of mounting holes by said fixed \listance and in said fixed 
orientation with respect to the fourth pair of mounting holes; 

whereby the blade can be reoriented on a cutting head to position any one of the 
first, second, third and fourth shearing edges adjacent the reciprocating 
cutting member for cooperation therewith by attaching the blade to one of 
the first, second, third and fourth pairs of mounting hores, respectively. 
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10. (Original) The cutting blade of claim 9 wherein one of the mounting holes 
of the first pair comprises one of the mounting holes of the second pair. 

1 1 . (Originah The cutting blade of claim 9 wherein one of the mounting holes 
of the third pair comprises one of the mounting holes of the fourth pair. 

12. (Original) Tfrfe cutting blade of claim 9 wherein there are six mounting 
holes, one of the mounting noles of the first pair comprising one of the mounting holes 
of the second pair and one of the mounting holes of the third pair comprising one of the 
mounting holes of the fourth pait. 

13. (Original) The cutting blade of claim 12 wherein neither of the holes of 
the first pair comprises a hole of the third or fourth pair and neither of the holes of the 
second pair comprises a hole of the third or fourth pair 

14. (Original) The cutting blade of claim 9 further comprising spaced-apart 
first and second guide surfaces, the firsnguide surface extending transversely between 
the first and second shear faces along a frrst elongate edge of the body and the second 
guide surface extending transversely between the first and second shear faces along a 
second elongate edge of the body. \ 

15. (Original) The cutting blade on claim 14 wherein each of the first and 
second guide surfaces are flat to lie flush against a face of the workpiece while the 
workpiece is sheared. \ 

16. (Original) A cutting blade for a cutting tool, comprising: 

a body having spaced-apart first and second shear faces, the first and second 

shear faces defining a thickness of the body; 
a blunt guide surface extending between the first and second shear faces along 

an elongate lower edge of the body; \ 
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a first shean edge defined at the junction between the guide surface and the first 
shearVace and a second shear edge defined at the junction between the 
guide surface and the second shear face; 

at least three mounting holes, two of said mounting holes being associated with 
the first shear edge and being spaced from one another by a fixed 
mounting distance and two of said mounting holes being associated with 
the second shear edge and being spaced from one another by said fixed 
mounting distance, 

17. (Original) The cutting blade of claim 16 wherein there are three mounting 
holes, a central one of the mounting holes being associated with the first and second 
shear edges and being equidistant yom each of the other two mounting holes. 

18. (Original) A cutting black for a hand-held cutting tool of the type having a 
motor, a casing having a support adapted to carry a pair of fixed cutting blades in a 
spaced-apart relationship, and a reciprocating cutting member which pivots about a 
transverse axis to reciprocate betweem the fixed cutting blades, the cutting blade 
comprising; \ 

a body having spaced-apart first ana second shear faces, the first and second 
shear faces defining a thickness of the body; 

a first guide surface extending betweer\the first and second shear faces along a 
first elongate edge of the body; \ 

a first shear edge defined at the junction between the first guide surface and the 
first shear face and a second shear edge defined at the junction between 
the first guide surface and the second shear face, the first and second 
shear edges being parallel to and Spaced from one another by the 
thickness of the body; \ 

a first mount adapted to mate with the support ok the housing to position the first 
shear edge adjacent the reciprocating cutting member for shearing a 
workpiece and to position the second sheaA edge transversely outwardly 
of both the reciprocating cutting member and the first shear edge; and 
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a second mourn adapted to mate with the support of the housing to position the 
second shear edge adjacent the reciprocating cutting member for 
shearing a vvorkpiece and to position the first shear edge transversely 
outwardly of oolh the reciprocating cutting member and the second shear 
edge. \ 

1 9. (Original) The cutting blade of claim 18 wherein the first mount comprises 
a first pair of mounting holes passing through the thickness of the body and being 
spaced a predetermined mounting, distance from one another, and the second mount 
comprises a second pair of mounting holes passing through the thickness of the body 
and being spaced said mounting distance from one another. 

20. (Original) The cutting blaae of claim 19 wherein there are three mounting 
holes, one of the mounting holes of the first pair comprising one of the mounting holes 
of the second pair. \ 

21. (Original) The cutting blade of claim 18 wherein the first mount comprises 
a central mounting point and a first distal \mounting point, and the second mount 
comprises said central mounting point and a second distal mounting point, the first and 
second distal mounting points being equidistant from the central mounting point. 

22 (Original) The cutting blade of\claim 18 wherein the blade further 
comprises a second guide surface extending between the first and second shear faces 
along a second elongate edge of the body, the second guide surface being spaced 
from the first guide surface; a third shear edge defined at the junction between the 
second guide surface and the first shear face; and a fourth shear edge defined at the 
junction between the second guide surface and the second shear face. 

23. (Original) The cutting blade of claim 22 wherein the blade further 
comprises a third mount adapted to mate with the support of the housing to position the 
third shear edge adjacent the reciprocating cutting member for shearing a workpiece 
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with the fourth\ shear edge being spaced transversely outwardly from both the 
reciprocating cuttVig member and the third shear edge; and a fourth mount adapted to 
mate with the support of the housing to position the fourth shear edge adjacent the 
reciprocating cutting number for shearing a workpiece with the third shear edge being 
spaced transversely outwardly from both the reciprocating cutting member and the 
fourth shear edge. 


24-30. (Cancelled) 

31. (Original) A cutting blade for a cutting tool, comprising: 

a body having parallel firs\ and second shear faces, the first and second shear 
faces being spaced from one another to define a thickness of the body; 

opposed first and second guide surfaces, the first guide surface extending 
between the first and second shear faces along a first elongate edge of 
the body and the second guide surface extending between the first and 
second shear faces along a second elongate edge of the body; 

a first shear edge defined at the junction between the first guide surface and the 
first shear face and a first pair of mounting points associated with the first 
shear edge, the first pair of mounting points comprising first and second 
mounting points spaced from one another by a fixed distance; 

a second shear edge defined at the junction between the first guide surface and 
the second shear face and a second pair of mounting points associated 
with the second shear edge, \he second pair of mounting points 
comprising first and second mounting points spaced from one another by 
said fixed distance; 

a third shear edge defined at the junction between the second guide surface and 
the first shear face and a third pair of mounting points associated with the 
third shear edge, the third pair of mounting points comprising first and 
second mounting points spaced from onp another by said fixed distance; 
and 


Received from < 206 583 8500 > at 7/2(03 1:35:02 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 


8 


07/02/2003 10:37 FAX 206 583 8500 


PERKINS C0IE 



@010 


Attorney Docket No. 31 957.801 0US1 


a fourth sheanedge defined at the junction between the second guide surface 
and the\second shear face and a fourth pair of mounting points 
associatedyith the fourth shear edge, the fourth pair of mounting points 
comprising first and second mounting points spaced from one another by 
said fixed distance. 

32. (Original) The cutting blade of claim 31 wherein the first mount point of 
each of the first second, third and fourth pairs of mounting points comprises a hole 
passing through the thickness of the body. 

33. (Original) The cutting bJade of claim 31 wherein each of the mounting 
points comprises a hole passing througra the thickness of the body. 


34. (Original) The cutting bfadeW claim 31 wherein the first mounting point 
of the first pair of mounting points is also the first mounting point of the second pair of 
mounting points. \ 

35. (Originaf) The cutting blade of claim 31 wherein the first mounting point 
of the third pair of mounting points is also the first mounting point of the fourth pair of 
mounting points. \ 

36. (Original) The cutting blade of claim 31 wherein the first shear edge is 
parallel to each of the second, third and fourth shear adges. 

37. (Original) A cutting blade for a hand-held (cutting tool, comprising: 

a body having parallel first and second shear fades, the first and second shear 
faces being spaced from one another to defifte a thickness of the body; 

at least six mounting holes passing through the thickness of the body, a first pair 
of the mounting holes being spaced a predetermined mounting distance 
from one another; a second pair of said mounting holes being spaced 
said mounting distance from one another, at least one of the mounting 
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holes of\the second pair not being included in the first pair of mounting 
holes; a third pair of said mounting holes being spaced said mounting 
distance from one another, at least one of the mounting holes of the third 
pair being included in neither the first pair nor the second pair of mounting 
holes; a fourth pair of said mounting holes being spaced said mounting 
distance from one. another, at least one of the mounting holes of the 
fourth pair being included in none of the first pair, the second pair and the 
third pair of mounting boles; 

spaced-apart first and second\guides surfaces, the first guide surface extending 
transversely between the first and second shear faces along a first 
elongate edge of the body and the second guide surface extending 
transversely between the fnrst and second shear faces along a second 
elongate edge of the body.Vhe first and second guide surfaces being 
parallel to one another; \ 
VV \ a first shear ed 9 e adapted to cooperate with a reciprocating cutting member to 

\J shear a workpiece, the first sheanedge being spaced from the first pair of 

mounting holes by a fixed distanceVand in a fixed orientation with respect 
to the first pair of mounting holes; \ 

a second shear edge adapted to cooperate with the reciprocating cutting 
member to shear the workpiece, the second shear edge being spaced 
from and parallel to the first shear edge, the second shear edge being 
spaced from the second pair of mounting\holes by said fixed distance and 
in said fixed orientation with respect to the\second pair of mounting holes; 

a third shear edge adapted to cooperate with the\reciprocating cutting member 
to shear the workpiece, the third shear edge being spaced from and 
parallel to the first shear edge and the sectond shear edge , the third 
shear edge being spaced from the third pair of mounting holes by said 
fixed distance and in said fixed orientation with respect to the third pair of 
mounting holes; \ 

a fourth shear edge adapted to cooperate with the reciprocating cutting member 
to shear the workpiece, the fourth shear edge being spaced from and 
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parallel to the first shear edge, the second shear edge and the third shear 
edge, theVourth shear edge being spaced from the fourth pair of mounting 
holes by saki fixed distance and in said fixed orientation with respect to 
the fourth paiKof mounting holes; 
whereby the blade cai\be reoriented on a cutting head to position any one of the 
first, second, thira and fourth shearing edges adjacent the reciprocating 
cutting member for cooperation therewith to shear the workpiece by 
attaching the bladeV) one of the first, second, third and fourth pairs of 
mounting holes, respectively. 

38. (Cancelled) \ 

39. (Original) A replacement set of cutting blades for use in connection with a 
hand-held cutting tool of the type having a motor, a casing having a support adapted to 
carry a pair of fixed cutting blades in a spaced-apart relationship, and a reciprocating 
cutting member which pivots about a transverse axis to reciprocate between the fixed 
cutting blades, the replacement set of cutting\blades comprising: 

a first blade including: \ 

a body having spaced-apart firsthand second shear faces, the first and 
second shear faces defining\a thickness of the body; 

a first guide surface extending between the first and second shear faces 
along a first elongate edge of the body; 

a first shear edge defined at the junction between the first guide surface 
and the first shear face and a second shear edge defined at the 
junction between the first guide surface and the second shear face, 
the first and second shear edges being parallel to and spaced from 
one another by the thickness of the body; 

a first mount adapted to mate with the support of the housing to position 
the first shear edge adjacent the reciprocating cutting member for 
shearing a workpiece and to position the second shear edge 
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transversely outwardly of both the reciprocating cutting member 
and me first shear edge; and 
a second mohnt adapted to mate with the support of the housing to 
position the second shear edge adjacent the reciprocating cutting 
member fonshearing a workpiece and to position the first shear 
edge transversely outwardly of both the reciprocating cutting 
member and the^second shear edge; and 
a second blade including: 

a body having spaced-aftart first and second shear faces, the first and 

second shear faces defining a thickness of the body; 
a first guide surface extending between the first and second shear faces 

along a first elongate edge of the body; 
a first shear edge defined at the junction between the first guide surface 
and the first shear face and a second shear edge defined at the 
junction between the firstguide surface and the second shear face, 
the first and second shear edges being parallel to and spaced from 
one another by the thickness of the body; 
a first mount adapted to mate with the support of the housing to position 
the first shear edge adjacent the reciprocating cutting member for 
shearing a workpiece and to position the second shear edge 
transversely outwardly of both th^ reciprocating cutting member 
and the first shear edge; and 
a second mount adapted to mate with the support of the housing to 
position the second shear edge adjacent the reciprocating cutting 
member for shearing a workpiece and to position the first shear 
edge transversely outwardly of both\the reciprocating cutting 
m ember and the secon d shear edge. 


40-43. (Cancelled) 
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